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Top News

Peace Corps Donates
Computers to Support Karacel
Community Library

FICH at a Glance

Vision: We exist to see a thriving and self- Empowerment Report
reliant communities in Uganda Disseminated

Parental Engagement and

Mission: To transform Youth, Women and
Families through education, training and
opportunities in a thriving community

18,520 served: Women, children and
families through Education,

training and opportunities to thrive in
the community.

PARTNERS WATCH: DEPCOT trains
Volunteer Teachers on Foundational

. Literacy and Numeracy in Kole District
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Welcome to the February edition of the FICH Monthly Newsletter! We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to all our partners and supporters whose unwavering dedication has
made February a month of significant impact, details of which we eagerly share with
you shortly.

Building upon the achievements of January, FICH remains steadfast in its mission to
cultivate a community of empowered, productive, and self-reliant individuals. Together,
we have achieved remarkable milestones: from the dissemination of the Parental
Empowerment and Engagement Report in local communities to the generous donation
of desktop computers to the Karacel Community Library (KCL) by Peace Corps Uganda.
Additionally, our valued partner, DEPCOT, conducted a successful refresher training for
volunteer teachers in Kole district, further strengthening our commitment to education
and empowerment.

At FICH, we are profoundly grateful for your continued championing of our cause.
Whether it's through donating directly, inviting friends to support our initiatives or
serving as a volunteer ambassador, your dedication plays a crucial role in shaping
better communities across the region. Let's continue this collaborative spirit, ensuring
that our impact is enduring and transformative.

Warm Regards,

Emmy Zoomlamai Okello
Executive Director
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More About KCL

Total Books Available= 1035

Computers available=3

Library opens every weekdays from 2-
Spm

KCL was established in 2022
after Susan Block, FICH Board
member donated nearly 800
books of different categories

Peace Corps Uganda Donates Computers to
Karacel Community Library

On the morning of February 2nd, 2024,
representatives from Peace Corps Uganda
and FICH gathered at the Karacel Library
located at KCDC, Akongatar, Angweta
Parish, Iceme Sub-County, Oyam District
where FICH Offices are. Amidst smiles and
eager faces, Samali, accompanied by Greg
Ripke, the Peace Corps Volunteer stationed
at FICH, formally handed over the
computers to FICH staff and volunteers.

Speaking at the event, Greg highlighted the
transformative potential of the computers
in igniting a digital revolution, particularly
among rural women and children who
frequent the Karacel Library for educational
resources. He emphasized the importance
of digital literacy in today's interconnected
world and expressed gratitude to Peace
Corps Uganda for their generous donation.
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Samali conveyed her appreciation for the
warm welcome and strong partnership
between Peace Corps and FICH, describing
the donation as a symbol of hope and
progress for the community. FICH staff
members expressed excitement about the
new computers and acknowledged Peace
Corps for their continued support.

Emmy Zoomlamai Okello, the Executive
Director of FICH, extended heartfelt thanks
to Peace Corps Uganda, emphasizing the
profound impact of their contribution on
the community's educational prospects.

The computers, now housed at the Karacel
Library, are poised to serve as catalysts for

learning, research and innovation,
empowering community members to
access information and pursue

educational opportunities.




PE&E SURVEY

Dissemination of PE&E Report with Village Education Committees

At the dissemination session conducted this
validating  the
Empowerment and Engagement (PE&E) report
with Village Education Committees (VECs), VEC
members engaged in a structured discussion

month after Parental

and formulated recommendations on how to
further distribute the report to the communities..
The consensus reached affirmed that the data
accurately reflected the community’s
perspectives on various aspects of their

children's lea rning journey

Key stakeholders, particularly parents, were
engaged in discussions centered on their roles
in supporting their children’s education, reasons
for school visits, frequency of engagement with
school activities, and other pertinent topics.
Notably, concerns were raised regarding the
significant number of children unable to attend
school due to illness, accounting for more than
50 percent of the absenteeism rate reported.
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The validated report serves as a catalyst for
further dialogue and action within the
community, schools, and district level. By
disseminating the findings to
stakeholders, including community groups
and educational institutions, opportunities for

various

collaborative efforts to enhance learning
outcomes will be explored and implemented.
Through this collaborative validation process,
the VECs have demonstrated their
commitment to fostering a
learning environment for children in Oyam
District.

By leveraging partnerships and fostering
collaboration in the community, lasting

conducive

changes in education and community
development are within reach, ensuring a
brighter future for generations to come.
Having meaningful dialogue with stakeholders
is poised to make targeted interventions that
address

promote quality education for all.

the underlying challenges and
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PARTNERS WATCH:DEPCOT Empowers Volunteer
Teachers for Enhanced Learning

I\
DEPCOT, a FICH and GRIC partner, recently
conducted a refresher training session for
volunteer teachers in Kole District, Northern
Uganda. The training, focused on Foundational

Literacy and Numeracy (FLN), took place at the
Paragon Villa Hotel and aimed to equip
teachers with the skills and confidence needed
to deliver effective learning experiences.

Daniel Okullu, the Executive Director at DEPCOT,
expressed satisfaction with the outcomes of
the refresher training, noting that it provided
teachers with renewed inspiration, enhanced
skills, and deeper knowledge in FLN
methodologies. The training covered various
aépects of .best learning fgcilitation pr‘actices, Program Officer at FICH, graduates
with a particular emphasis on strategies with a Bachelor of Arts in

relevant for the 21st century, including the Education, specializing in Literature
integration of digital tools and resources. in English and English Language
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Sharon Achan, a dedicated Flex

Studies. FICH celebrates Sharon's
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remarkable achievement,
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recognizing her commitment to

transform and empower the
communities.



EmpowerED Future: School Leaders Converge to

Enhance Learning Outcomes

In a concerted effort to elevate educational
standards and foster parental engagement, the
Foundation for Inclusive Community Help (FICH)
recently organized an inception meeting as part
of its EmpowerED Future initiative. More than 20

school management committees, Parents
Teachers Associations (PTAs), school head
teachers, and foundation representatives

gathered at Akwangi Primary School in Oyam
District to collaboratively strategize on enhancing
learning outcomes in selected primary schools.
Santo Oluk, a retired head teacher and
chairperson of the School Management
Committee at Lelaolok Primary School, recalled
the previous era that is 60th and 80th where
education flourished despite resource
constraints. He advocated for the reintroduction
of practical life skills topics such as art and craft
and agriculture to equip learners with holistic
competencies.

Patrick Okello, chairperson of the PTA at Aloni
Primary School, resounded the need for unity and
collaboration, urging development partners to
unite with FICH in championing equitable learning
outcomes across all schools, regardless of
location.

Victoria Harriet Anyango, the program
manager for Education (LEAD), emphasized
the importance of proactive leadership in
effecting positive changes within schools.
Encouraging school leaders to devise
comprehensive work plans, she emphasized
the necessity of continuous engagement with
parents, with or without FICH's involvement, to
foster a culture of active participation in their
children's education.

The vision of FICH's Parental Engagement and
Empowerment initiative is to cultivate
proactive parents who are mindful of their
roles and responsibilities in nurturing better
learning outcomes for learners.

The stakeholder’s meeting served as a
platform for collective reflection and action,
reaffirming FICH's commitment to driving
positive change in education. As school
leaders and stakeholders unite in their resolve
to prioritize parental empowerment and
engagement and holistic learning
approaches, the foundation for a more
inclusive,  equitable and empowered
educational landscape is laid.
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QUICK FEEDS

VOICE: In Feb, the VOICE team embarked on
impactful support visits to 9 Village Savings
and Loan Association (VSLA) groups located in
Loro and Iceme sub-counties in Oyam,
Uganda. Dedicated to nurturing economic
empowerment and community development,
these visits provided invaluable support aimed
at enhancing leadership capabilities, business
expertise, and effective reporting within the
VSLA groups.

LEAD: At Lela Cell,VECs, vital advocates for
FLN, and PE&E, organised an Education Forum.
This gathering served as a platform to dissect
findings from the recently released Parental
Empowerment and Engagement report,
sparking dialogues aimed at enhancing

learning outcomes.
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Empower Women Through Karacel Bakery & Training Center:
Join Our Fundraising Efforts Today!

We invite you to join us in supporting the Scan the QR CODE to
reopening and growth of the Karacel Bakery & DONATE NOW
Training Center in Northern Uganda. Our
mission is clear: to empower women in the
region by offering them meaningful
employment opportunities, comprehensive
skills training, and access to nutritious, high-
protein bread made from soya flour.

The Karacel Bakery & Training Center is more
than just a business—it's a beacon of hope and
progress for women in the community. Owned
and operated by women themselves, it not
only addresses economic challenges but also
fosters women and community development
and empowerment.

Thank you for considering our
appeal. To donate, simply scan the
QR code above or visit the link:
https://goto.gg/60071. Together,
we can empower women, foster
community development, and

07/0 8 create a brighter future for all.
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ICYMI: To elevate the quality of education in Oyam District, FICH has successfully equipped
over 20 teachers and school leaders with essential skills to enhance the foundational literacy
and numeracy to learners at the lower primary level. Recognizing the critical importance of this
developmental stage in shaping children's learning trajectories, FICH facilitated a
comprehensive refresher training that embraced innovative teaching methodologies aligned
with the Teaching at the Right Level (TaRL) approach,

ICYMI: Over 20 teachers and school leaders get
essential skills to enhance FLN in lower primary
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